
November 18, 2020  

Dear Fox Chapel Area Family, 

As I am sure you are aware, cases of COVID-19 are surging locally, statewide, and nationally. 
On Friday, November 13, the Pennsylvania Department of Health deemed that Allegheny 
County is now experiencing a “substantial” level of community spread of COVID-19. In addition, 
on Sunday, November 15, the Allegheny County Health Department called the surge in cases 
“beyond concerning” and said, “we must still be proactive in reducing the spread of the virus.”  

In an effort to safeguard our entire school community, we have made the difficult but 
necessary decision to switch to fully virtual instruction for all students in the Fox Chapel 
Area School District beginning Monday, November 23, through Friday, December 4.  

On Thursday, November 19, and/or Friday, November 20, students who attend in-person 
instruction should gather all belongings that they may need at home for this shift to fully virtual 
instruction. There will be limited access to the buildings after this time. 

While the district is fully virtual, all students will have opportunities for both synchronous and 
asynchronous learning.  

● Elementary students who had been attending in-person instruction should log in to their 
Google Classrooms at their typical start time and follow their “Indigo In-person” 
schedule.  

● Elementary students who attended virtual blended instruction should log in to their 
Google Classrooms at their typical start time and follow their “Orange Online” schedule.  

● Elementary students who participate in full-time asynchronous instruction should 
continue with their classes as scheduled. 

● Secondary students should log in to their Schoology accounts as they typically would on 
a virtual day, follow their schedules, participate in planned instruction, and complete 
assigned work in each of their courses. 

Parents/guardians should continue to complete the Ruvna health screening tool daily for their 
child(ren). 

Thanksgiving break will remain Thursday, November 26, through Monday, November 30. No 
instruction will be held during Thanksgiving break. 

At this time, our plan for a return to in-person instruction is as follows: 

● Students in kindergarten through grade 5 are expected to return for five-day-a-week 
in-person instruction on Monday, December 7. 

● Students in pre-kindergarten and grades 6-12 are expected to return for hybrid 
instruction beginning on Monday, December 7. 

Athletics will be modified on a case-by-case basis. Additional details will follow in 
communications from the athletic department. 



We want our children to remain in school, and the layered mitigation strategies in our schools 
have been rather successful. However, the “substantial” level of community spread of COVID-19 
in Allegheny County means that the county has experienced more than 100 cases per 100,000 
residents over a seven-day period or a percent positivity rate above 10% over seven days. The 
most recent data indicate that Allegheny County has a COVID-19 incidence rate of 138.7 per 
100,000 residents. Additional information regarding COVID-19 cases in the Fox Chapel Area 
School District can be accessed here.  

We will continue to be in regular contact with the Allegheny County Health Department, as well 
as monitor guidance from the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, to inform our decisions on instructional model changes going forward. 
If the Fox Chapel Area School District needs to remain fully virtual for a longer period of time, 
families will be notified no later than December 3, 2020.  

We ask our families to continue to take steps to stay healthy, such as wearing a mask at all 
times (indoors and outdoors) when not with someone from their household, practicing physical 
distancing, frequently washing/sanitizing hands, and significantly limiting contact with those who 
are not part of your household. By doing so, you are doing your part to help our students to 
return for in-person instruction as soon as possible. 

As always, please visit the district’s COVID-19 webpage at www.fcasd.edu/coronavirus for the 
most up-to-date information, including a glossary of topics to help families navigate the switch to 
fully online learning. 

Please take care of yourself and your family at this time. We thank you for your patience, 
cooperation, and flexibility during these unprecedented and uncertain times.  

Sincerely, 

Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1syyPxRLyxsvvhUAiNlFqaHF1LJfz9CKDiEi1GlVnKXQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.fcasd.edu/coronavirus
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17PnlvxpiXlCwESqoVfUPbY6Z27wXdvYGwzMLTQJSmXs/edit?usp=sharing

